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VA Announces Health Services Contractor for Project ARCH

Pilot Program Brings Expanded Health Care Access to Local Communities 

Wichita –Veterans in and around Pratt, KS, may now be able to receive VA health care from Humana Veterans Healthcare Services through a Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) pilot program created by Congress and known as Project ARCH (Access Received Closer to Home).  
“Project ARCH will expand VA’s ability to support our Veterans who live far from VA facilities,” VA Secretary Eric K. Shinseki said.  “This new program allows us to maximize access while ensuring Veterans receive the quality of care they earned with their service.”

 Specifically, Project ARCH intends to improve access for eligible Veterans by connecting them to health care services closer to their homes. Through Project ARCH, Veterans will gain local convenience without sacrificing any quality of care.  VA will ensure that participating Veterans’ treatment is closely coordinated between contracted providers and VA so Veterans in the program experience seamless and quality health care whether receiving that care in their communities or at VA health care facilities. Robert J. Dole VA Medical Center will oversee Humana Veterans Healthcare Services activities through a rigorous monitoring program that tracks measures of clinical and administrative performance. 

Veterans are eligible to participate in the program if they reside in a location where a Project ARCH pilot site is located and are enrolled in VA health care when the program starts.  In addition the law requires participating Veterans meet any of the following criteria:

-More-
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· Live more than 60 minutes drive time from the nearest VA health care facility providing primary care services, or
· Live more than 120 minutes drive time from the nearest VA health care facility providing acute hospital care, or
· Live more than 240 minutes drive time from the nearest VA health care facility providing tertiary care 
Any Veteran who meets the eligibility criteria and wishes to participate in Project ARCH should discuss the program further during his or her next primary care clinic visit at the Robert J. Dole VA Medical Center or affiliated community based outpatient clinic. For additional information about Project ARCH or for information about Project ARCH eligibility, please contact Jackie Epple, Project ARCH Coordinator at (316) 685-2221 ext. 57033 or toll free (888) 878-6881 ext. 57033.  
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